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TO USINT HAVANA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 003280 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EEWT, CU 

SUBJECT: LICENSING SHIPMENT OF MEDICINES TO CUBA 

1 . NSC HAS APPROVED STATE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
THAT SHIPMENT OF MEDICINES REQUESTED BY CUBAN MINISTER OF 
HEALTH BE LICENSED ON ONE-TIME BASIS. LICENSES WILL BE 
RESTRICTED TO SOME 18 DRUGS WHICH ONLY MANUFACTURED IN US. 

2. WE PLAN TO INFORM SANCHEZ-PARODI OF DECISION EVENING OF 
JAN. 6 AND WILL THEN DISCUSS IN DETAIL WITH HIM NEXT WEEK. 

SUGGEST YOU MAY WISH TO INFORM LUIS GARCIA THAT FAVORABLE 
DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AND THAT GOC CAN EXPECT TO HEAR 
FROM THEIR INTERESTS SECTION HERE WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. 

3. FYI: WE PLAN TO HANDLE IN VERY LOW KEY. DO NOT PLAN 

TO MAKE ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS, THOUGH CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 
WILL BE PREPARED. END FYI. 
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